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Intro:  

The new year is a good time for us to reevaluate our lives, and refocus our 

vision of where we are going and who we are becoming. Nothing you do in 

2014 will be as significant and as critical to the quality of your life as your 

diligence to grow in godliness.  

God has given you everything you need, in Christ, to live a godlly life.  

You have every resource necessary, in Christ, to become a mature, 

sanctified, grace-filled, truth-living, satisfied, joyful, believer.  

Christ is lacking nothing to fulfill His every purpose in you, but you must 

learn to appropriate the resources of Christ by faith in your daily life.  

Because God has abundantly supplied us with everything we need for life 

and godliness, we must diligently apply our faith in His promises for a 

growing, fruitful life.  

4 truths that point us toward the path of godliness:  

But first let’s begin where Peter himself begins in vs. 1.  

Vs. 1 (Introduction) 

1. In Christ, God has given us everything we need for life and 

godliness [vs. 2-3]. 

Peter’s aim: to grow in their ability to experience the grace and 

peace of God.  

How? In the knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord (vs 2).  

Epignosis (knowledge—intimate, personal understanding) 

Grace and peace are not just some random spiritual sound wave out 

there that you are trying to catch. They are the product of drawing 

into an intimate relationship with Christ. The more you know the 

Lord, the more you will experience His grace and truth in your life 

because you will become intimately acquainted with His sufficiency.  

[vs. 3] 

When you grasp the reality that God’s power is favorably turned 

toward you in Christ, and that out of His perfect sufficiency He has 

supplied you with everything you need for life and godliness, you 

will experience His peace and you will walk in His grace by trusting 

Him and clinging to Him.  

“Life” – eternal life, spiritual life, abundant life  

“Godliness” – right attitude of reverence toward God; living 

all of life to His honor; a life that reflects His character 

So the big idea here is that God has given you all the assets you 

need to live a mature, God-honoring, life of obedience—a life that 

reflects the moral purity of God Himself. 

And this sufficiency is supplied “through the true knowledge of Him 

who called us by His own glory and excellence.” (vs.3). The word 

“excellence” here, translated as the word “goodness” in NIV, has to 

do with virtue. Peter is highlighting that pure, righteous life of Jesus 

Himself.  

In this letter Peter is combating some false teachers whose lives and 

teaching were arrogantly marked by immoral living. But Peter is 

reminding us that Christ has not only given us the power to live a 

godly life, but He has called us to holiness according to His own 

holiness.  



I trust that you find incredible hope in vs. 3. The Bible doesn’t just 

say we should live godly lives; it declares we have the power to live 

godly lives as we walk in fellowship with Christ.  

We have all the assets we need in Christ to live a godly life, but how 

do access them?  

2. All of Christ’s resources have been made available to us through 

His precious and magnificent promises [vs. 4]. 

 

The way in which we take hold of the power of God’s grace to live a 

godly life is by believing and embracing the precious and 

magnificent promises Christ has given us—especially those promises 

which are directly related to the gospel.  

 

These promises include: 

� Spiritual life (Rom 8:9-13) 

� Resurrection life (John 11:25; I Cor 15:21-23) 

� The promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33: Eph 1:13) 

� Abundant grace (Eph 1:7; 2 Cor 9:8) 

� Joy (Gal 5:22) 

� Peace (John 16:33) 

� Strength (Isa 40:31) 

� Guidance (John 16:13) 

� Help (Isa 41:10) 

� Instruction (John 14:26) 

� Wisdom (Eph 1:17-18) 

� Heaven (John 14:1-3) 

� Eternal rewards (I Tim 4:8) 

2 Cor 1:20—“For no matter how many promises God has made, they 

are "Yes" in Christ…”. 

 

We’ve been given these precious and magnificent promises so that 

we can live out the very purpose of our salvation which is to be 

delivered from “the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  

It is a contradiction for you to think that you can be a Christian and 

live an unchanged life. The grace of God that saved you is the grace 

of God that supplies you with the power to live a godly life. How? 

By enabling you to share in the “divine nature” (vs. 4).   

To become partakers in the divine nature (vs. 4) means that the 

Holy Spirit takes up residence in our lives and works to transform us 

into the very likeness of Christ. He makes you a new creation in 

Christ—You become a new person infused with the life of Christ! 

And having received spiritual life, we have the ability to develop 

every godly virtue necessary for a fruitful life.  

Q: Are you still living in the corruption of sin—is it mastering you? 

Are you being driven by the lusts of this world? Or are you growing 

in godliness and increasingly experiencing freedom from the power 

of sin? 

I have good news for you: You have been given all the assets in 

Christ that you need for life and godliness and you have been given 

access to them through the precious and magnificent promises of 

the gospel.  

The next question is, how do I apply them to my daily life?  

3. The promises of God are effectively applied by faith (vss. 5-7). 

So far everything in vs. 1-4 has been God’s doing. Now comes our 

response in [vs. 5-7].  

Vs. 5: “For this very reason, applying all diligence, in your faith…” 

What reason? The reason we are to diligently apply our faith is that 

God has already given us everything we need to live a godly life, He 

has caused us to share in the divine nature, and He has saved us 

from our enslavement to sin which prevents us from living a godly 

life. Because God has made it possible for us to grow in godliness, 

we must actively engage our faith in His promises so that we may 

produce a fruitful life.  



Notice here, that we are exhorted to apply “all diligence” in our 

faith. This means that you probably won’t grow in godliness much if 

you just show up at church and wait for something to happen to 

you. That’s like standing in front of the mirror saying, “I want to lose 

20 pounds!” It will never happen if all you do is show up in front of 

the mirror every day, but it will happen if you apply all diligence in 

exercise and self-control in your eating.  

The same is true in our spiritual lives. If you just show up at church 

with a desire to grow spiritually, you’ll make minimal progress. But 

if you learn to diligently apply your faith in the promises of God on a 

day by day, moment by moment basis, you will begin to make 

steady progress in becoming like Christ.  

This is what we mean by living out the gospel. It’s walking by faith in 

the promises of God—putting into practice all the resources we 

have in Christ.  

Illus: Our minds are like radio stations filled with all kinds of 

recordings that we tend to play over and over again. And those 

recordings impact the way we live. When you turned to Christ and 

surrendered to Him as Lord of your life, the transfer of ownership 

for your radio station/mind to Jesus was relatively quick. But the 

process of replacing the old recordings with new recordings is a long 

but intentional process.  

All of us need to go through a season in our lives when we are 

checking our thought patterns against the truth of God’s word. We 

must diligently apply our faith by taking every thought captive to 

the obedience of Christ.  

Ex: When we get into a discouraging rut, we need to ask, “Are my 

thoughts agreeing with what God has said or are they contrary to 

His promises?”  

In vs. 5, diligent faith in the promises of God is the vital link 

between having everything we need for godliness (vs. 3) and the 

practical steps we need to take to grow in godliness in [vs 5-7].   

To see the relationships between these virtues, let’s start at the end 

of the list and work our way backward. The crowning quality at the 

end of this list is love (agape; vs. 7). I John 4 says that “God is love.” 

There could be no greater expression of perfect maturity than to 

love like God loves.  

But love is preceded by “brotherly kindness.” Love does not grow in 

a vacuum but in our daily relationships. Every relationship in your 

life is a part of God’s spiritual fitness plan as you are developing a 

pure heart of love for God and others.  

Brotherly kindness is fruit of godliness. Godliness is a Godward life 

that seeks to please Him in all things.  Godliness is my vertical 

reverence and obedience to God that enables me to horizontally 

treat others with brotherly kindness.  

Godliness is produced by perseverance. Perseverance describes the 

Spirit’s work of transforming our lives over the course of time 

through various trials which cause us to exercise our faith, training 

us to trust and honor the Lord in all things.  

But you cannot develop perseverance without the ongoing and 

repeated exercise of self-control. (Perseverance is self-control over 

the course of time).  

Self-control will not be maintained, however, without proper 

knowledge. Knowledge of God’s promises and God’s ways fuel self-

control.  

Yet, knowledge will be of little benefit if my faith is not producing 

the genuine life-change of moral excellence. And moral excellence 

will never develop apart from diligently applying my faith in the 

promises of God.  



So God has given us all the assets we need for life and godliness in 

Christ. All of His assets have been made available to us through the 

promises of the gospel and we are able to apply the promises of God 

through diligent, active faith which produces the qualities of a 

fruitful life.  

So what is the result of this life of growing maturity?   

4. The result of diligently applying our faith is a fruitful life in which 

we will not stumble (vss. 8-10).  

[vs. 8] 

So apparently it’s possible to be a believer but live an unfruitful life. 

Let me tell you how to live an unfruitful life. If your life is soiled by 

immorality rather than moral excellence, you will be unfruitful.  If 

you are lacking knowledge, self-control, and perseverance, you will 

struggle to live a fruitful life. If you are not growing in godliness, 

brotherly kindness, and love, you are not moving toward an 

abundant life.  

But moral excellence will position you for a fruitful life. If you are 

growing in knowledge, self-control, and perseverance your life will 

be increasingly fruitful. If you are growing in godliness, brotherly 

kindness and love, you will live an abundant life.  

But [vs. 9] says… 

The one who lacks these qualities is living as though the promises of 

the gospel are not true. He is living as though he has not been 

liberated from the bondage of sin. He is living as if God has not 

supplied all that he needs for life and godliness.  

[vs. 10-11] 

How do you verify that God has indeed called and chosen you? You 

put your faith to work, trusting in the promises of the gospel, and 

see the evidence of growing godliness that Peter has described for 

us. As long as you practice these qualities of growing spiritual 

maturity, you will never stumble into doubt and unbelief, because 

there is no greater concrete assurance of belonging to Christ than 

seeing the evidence of growing to be like Christ.  

There are only two ways in which your life may prove to be unfruitful. Either 

you have not come into a true relationship with Jesus, and don’t have the 

newness of life in the Spirit, or you are simply failing to apply your faith in 

the promises of God.  

But I am here to remind you this morning that God has already provided 

everything you need for life and godliness in His Son. He has given you 

access to the sufficiency of Christ through His precious and magnificent 

promises. And if you will diligently apply your faith in His promises, day by 

day, you will be produce a fruitful life that awaits heavenly reward.  


